
Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord;
let us shout aloud to the Rock of our 
salvation.  Let us come before him with 
thanksgiving and extol him with music and 
song.  For the Lord is the great God, the 
great King above all gods.  In his hand 
are the depths of the earth, and the 
mountain peaks belong to him.



Come, let us bow down in worship,
let us kneel before the Lord our Maker; 
for he is our God and we are the people 
of his pasture, the flock under his care.  
Today, if only you would hear his voice,

(Psalm 95:1-7)



(declaration of faith)
To whom shall we go?
You have the words of eternal life,
and we have believed and have 
come to know that You are the Holy 
One of God.



Almighty God, you know that we 
have no power in ourselves to help 
ourselves:



Keep us both outwardly in our 
bodies and inwardly in our souls,
that we may be defended from all 
adversities which may happen to the 
body, and from all evil thoughts 
which may assault and hurt the soul;



through Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God,
for ever and ever.
Amen.







We do not lose control of our lives.
What we lose is the illusion that 

we were ever in control 
in the first place.

Barbara Brown Taylor



The thief comes only to steal and kill 
and destroy; I have come that they 
may have life, and have it to the 
full.

(John 10:10)



Very truly I tell you Pharisees, 
anyone who does not enter the 
sheep pen by the gate, but climbs 
in by some other way, is a thief 
and a robber. 2 The one who enters 
by the gate is the shepherd of 
the sheep.



3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for 
him, and the sheep listen to his 
voice. He calls his own sheep by 
name and leads them out.
4 When he has brought out all his 
own, he goes on ahead of them, and 
his sheep follow him because they 
know his voice.



5 But they will never follow a 
stranger; in fact, they will run away 
from him because they do not 
recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus 
used this figure of speech, but the 
Pharisees did not understand what 
he was telling them.



7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I 
tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All 
who have come before me are thieves 
and robbers, but the sheep have not 
listened to them. 9 I am the gate; 
whoever enters through me will be 
saved.



They will come in and go out, and find 
pasture. 10 The thief comes only to 
steal and kill and destroy; I have come 
that they may have life, and have 
it to the full.

John 10:1-10



SHEPHERD



THE GATE



True life is impossible outside 
of Jesus and his kingdom 

community.



FALSE PROMISES



discern his voice



life in community
lived in culture



Every hand that we don't shake 
must become a phone call 
that we place.



Every embrace that we avoid 
must become a verbal expression 
of warmth and concern.



Every inch and every foot that 
we physically place between 
ourselves and another must 
become a thought as to how we 
might be of help to that other 
should the need arise.



The Lord bless you and keep you;
the Lord make his face shine on 
you  and be gracious to you;
the Lord turn his face toward you
and give you peace.


