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...let us run... the race marked out for 
us...

Hebrews 12:1



The SAINTS (aka Church)



Therefore, since we are surrounded by 
such a great cloud of witnesses, let us 
throw off everything that hinders and 
the sin that so easily entangles. And let 
us run with perseverance the race 
marked out for us, 2 fixing our eyes on 
Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith.

Hebrews 12:1-2



To move forward, we need a 
view of what has come before 
us and what we’re a part of.



God is not ashamed to be called their 
God, for he has prepared a city for them.

Hebrews 11:16



God is not ashamed to be associated 
with this strange nomadic little family, 

to be seen in their company 
and known as their God.

NT Wright



“cloud of witnesses”



bore witness to GOD



This is what the ancients were commended 
for...

These were all commended for their faith...

Hebrews 11:2, 39



bear witness to US



There were others who were tortured, 
refusing to be released so that they might 
gain an even better resurrection. 36 Some
faced jeers and flogging, and even chains and 
imprisonment. 37 They were put to death by 
stoning; they were sawed in two; they were 
killed by the sword. They went about in 
sheepskins and goatskins, destitute, 
persecuted and mistreated— 38 the world 
was not worthy of them.



They wandered in deserts and mountains, 
living in caves and in holes in the ground. 
39 These were all commended for their faith.

Hebrews 11:35-38



God had planned something better for us so 
that only together with us would they be 
made perfect.

Hebrews 11:40



we bear witness to
EACH OTHER



the saints (church) become a 
source we draw from



They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 
teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and to prayer.

Acts 2:42





PRACTICE:

5 + 10 + 5 + CHURCH


