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Restoring wonder

The insights of wonder must be constantly kept alive. Since there is 
a need for daily wonder, there is a need for daily worship (Heschel)



Awe is a sense for the transcendence, for the reference 
everywhere to Him who is beyond all things.



The heavens declare the glory of God,
and the sky above proclaims his handiwork…

In them he has set a tent for the sun,
5 which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber,

and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy.
6 Its rising is from the end of the heavens,

and its circuit to the end of them,
and there is nothing hidden from its heat (Psalm 19



With every new morning God says to the sunrise, « Do it 
again »! (Chesterton)



And again!













Awe, on the other hand, is the sense of wonder and humility 
inspired by the sublime or felt in the presence of mystery.



My goal this morning

Expand our sense of wonder and awe as we see more clearly 
our creator God who loves us more than we know!



From seeing to perceiving (Mark 8)

22 And they came to Bethsaida. And some people brought to 
him a blind man and begged him to touch him. 23 And he took 
the blind man by the hand and led him out of the village, and 
when he had spit on his eyes and laid his hands on him, he 
asked him, “Do you see anything?”24 And he looked up and 
said, “I see people, but they look like trees, walking.” 25 Then 
Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; and he opened his eyes, 
his sight was restored, and he saw everything clearly. 26 And he 
sent him to his home, saying, “Do not even enter the village.”



“The Elixir”  George Herbert

A man that looks on glass,
On it may stay his eye;
Or if he pleaseth, through it pass,
And then the heaven espy.





Seeing more clearly…

24 And he looked up and said, “I see people, but they look like 
trees, walking.” 25 Then Jesus laid his hands on his eyes again; 
and he opened his eyes, his sight was restored, and he saw 
everything clearly. 26



Seeing more clearly

1. Removing the “cataracts”:  
“rationalism”
“technology and distraction”
“self and consumerism”

2. Exercising our new eyes!  
Seeing “through” nature… restoring wonder!
Seeing “through” others… to capture the beauty and 
mystery of relationships… 



Removing the cataract of “rationalism”

You’re being rational! You’re being emotional!



Removing the cataract of “rationalism”

Francis Bacon:

For all that concerns ornaments of speech, similitudes, 
treasury of eloquence, and such like emptiness, let it be 
utterly dismissed!



Removing the cataract of “rationalism”

Malcolm Guite:

(P)art of the Imago Dei is itself our creative imagination… 

… by the poet’s art, we catch a glimpse of that “Beauty always 
ancient, always new”, who made and kindled our imagination 
in the beginning and whose love draws us beyond the world



Removing the cataract of distraction

With slower pen men used to write,
Of old, when 'letters' were 'polite';
In Anna's, or in George's days,
They could afford to turn a phrase,
Or trim a straggling theme aright.
They knew not steam; electric light
Not yet had dazed their calmer 
sight; -
They meted out both blame and 
praise
With slower pen.

Too swiftly now the hours take flight!
What's read at morn is dead at night;
Scant space have we for Art's delays,
Whose breathless thought so briefly 
stays,
We may not work - ah! would we 
might! -
With slower pen.

Henry Austin Dobson  1895



Removing the cataract of distraction

With slower pen men used to write,
Of old, when 'letters' were 'polite';
In Anna's, or in George's days,
They could afford to turn a phrase,
Or trim a straggling theme aright.
They knew not steam; electric light
Not yet had dazed their calmer 
sight; -
They meted out both blame and 
praise
With slower pen.

Too swiftly now the hours take flight!
What's read at morn is dead at night;
Scant space have we for Art's delays,
Whose breathless thought so briefly 
stays,
We may not work - ah! would we 
might! -
With slower pen.

Henry Austin Dobson 



Removing the cataract of 
self and consumerism 

Luke 9.23

23 And he said to all, “If anyone would 
come after me, let him deny himself 
and take up his cross daily and follow 
me.



Seeing more clearly

1. Removing the “cataracts”:  
“rationalism”
“technology and distraction”
“self and consumerism”

2. Exercising our new eyes!  
Seeing “beyond” nature… restoring wonder!
Seeing “beyond” in our relationships 



Seeing “through” nature… 

19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because 
God has shown it to them. 20 For his invisible attributes, 
namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been 
clearly perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the 
things that have been made (Romans 1).



Bless the LORD, O my soul!
O LORD my God, you are very great!

You are clothed with splendor and majesty,
2 covering yourself with light as with a garment,

stretching out the heavens like a tent.
3 He lays the beams of his chambers on the waters;
he makes the clouds his chariot;

he rides on the wings of the wind (Psalm 104)



Exercising our new eyes!

Experiences of awe and wonder… 

Awe imbues people with a different sense of themselves, one 
that is smaller, more humble and a part of something larger… 
brief experiences of awe… lead people to feel less narcissistic 
and entitled and more attuned to the common humanity 
people share… fleeting experiences of awe redefine the self in 
terms of the collective, and orient our actions toward the 
needs of those around us (Greg Boyle, Barking to the Choir)



Seeing “beyond” in our relationships

• In our relationship with others
• In our relationship with God

To love another person is to see the face of God (Les 
Miserables)
Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these my 
brethren, ye have done it unto me (Matthew 25.40)



To see 
the 
beauty of 
the 
image of 
God… 



The shining 
forth of the 
Image… 



The way to deeper seeing… 

• In our relationship with others
• In our relationship with God

Behold what manner of love the Father has given unto us!  
That we should be called the sons and daughters of God (1 
John 3.1)



Seeing “beyond” in our view of God

• In our relationship with others
• In our relationship with God

See thee more clearly
Love thee more dearly
Follow thee more nearly… day by day! (Richard of Chittister)



The way to “deeper seeing”

Our teachers!

• The psalmist and the prophets

• Jesus himself…  Matthew 11. 28-30 “Are you tired? Worn out? 
Burned out on religion? Come to me. Get away with me and 
you’ll recover your life. I’ll show you how to take a real rest. 
Walk with me and work with me—watch how I do it. Learn 
the unforced rhythms of grace. I won’t lay anything heavy or 
ill-fitting on you. Keep company with me and you’ll learn to 
live freely and lightly.”



27 And which of you by being anxious can add a single hour to 
his span of life? 28 And why are you anxious about clothing? 
Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil 
nor spin, 29 yet I tell you, even Solomon in all his glory was not 
arrayed like one of these (Matthew 6.27-29)



The way to deeper seeing..

Our teachers!
• The great poets and “mystics” of our Christian tradition

A treasure trove… some current ones!
• Tozer
• Eugene Peterson
• Henri Nouwen
•Malcolm Guite



Lead me to the cross… 



How can poetry help us savour the beauty 
and love of God?

Love bade me welcome. Yet my soul drew 
back

Guilty of dust and sin.
But quick-eyed Love, observing me 
grow slack

From my first entrance in,
Drew nearer to me, sweetly questioning,

If I lacked any thing.

A guest, I answered, worthy to be here:
Love said, You shall be he.    

I the unkind, ungrateful? Ah my dear,
I cannot look on thee.

Love took my hand, and smiling did reply,
Who made the eyes but I?

Truth Lord, but I have marred them: let my 
shame

Go where it doth deserve.

And know you not, says Love, who bore the 
blame?

My dear, then I will serve.

You must sit down, says Love, and taste my 
meat:

So I did sit and eat.




