
BIGGER THAN WE THINK



2 Corinthians 5:15-21



15 And he died for all, that those who live 
should no longer live for themselves but 
for him who died for them and was raised 
again.
16 So from now on we regard no one from 
a worldly point of view. Though we once 
regarded Christ in this way, we do so no 
longer. 17 Therefore, if anyone is in 
Christ, the new creation has come: The 
old has gone, the new is here!



18 All this is from God, who reconciled us 
to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was 
reconciling the world to himself in Christ, 
not counting people’s sins against 
them. And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation.



20 We are therefore Christ’s 
ambassadors, as though God were 
making his appeal through us. We implore 
you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to 
God. 21 God made him who had no sin to 
be sin for us, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.





18 All this is from God, who reconciled us 
to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was 
reconciling the world to himself in Christ, 
not counting people’s sins against 
them. And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation. 20 We are 
therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though 
God were making his appeal through us.



18 All this is from God, who reconciled us 
to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God was 
reconciling the world to himself in 
Christ, not counting people’s sins against 
them. And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation. 20 We are 
therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though 
God were making his appeal through us.



UP

IN WITH

OUT



Ephesians 2:13-18



13 But now in Christ Jesus you who 
once were far away have been brought 
near by the blood of Christ.
14 For he himself is our peace, who has 
made the two groups one and has 
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall 
of hostility, 15 by setting aside in his 
flesh the law with its commands and 
regulations.



His purpose was to create in himself 
one new humanity out of the two, thus 
making peace,16 and in one body to 
reconcile both of them to God through 
the cross, by which he put to death their 
hostility. 17 He came and preached 
peace to you who were far away and 
peace to those who were near. 18 For 
through him we both have access to 
the Father by one Spirit.



Community of Atonement



1 Jn 1:3 We proclaim to you what we have 
seen and heard, so that you also may 
have fellowship with us. And our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his 
Son, Jesus Christ.



1 Jn 4:10-11 This is love: not that we loved 
God, but that he loved us and sent his 
Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. 
Dear friends, since God so loved us, we 
also ought to love one another.







union in Christ creates 
communion with others



Atonement becomes not just 
something done for us, but what we 

do with God for others.

Scot McKnight



18 All this is from God, who reconciled us 
to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation: 19 that God 
was reconciling the world to himself in 
Christ, not counting people’s sins against 
them. And he has committed to us the 
message of reconciliation. 20 We are 
therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as 
though God were making his appeal 
through us.



We can begin anywhere in the Bible on 
this theme. We could begin with the 

creation of the covenanted community of 
Abraham, with the Torah-shaped 

community of... Moses, with the kingdom-
shaped community of David..., with the 

prophetically shaped summons to a more 
just community, with the restored-

kingdom community of Jesus, with the 
Spirit-inspired community of the early 

churches...,



...with the ecclesially shaped communities 
of faith formed by Paul, with the suffering-
shaped communities established by Peter 

in Asia Minor, or the love-shaped 
communities envisioned by John.



Wherever you go in the Bible, it is the 
same: the work of God is to form a 

community in which the will of God is 
done, and through which one finds both 

union with God and communion with 
others for the good of others and the 

world. 

Scot McKnight



We do atonement work with 
God by extending 

reconciliation to the world 
around us



starts with
FORGIVENESS



Forgiveness empowers God’s new 
creation people with a revolution that 

turns hate into love, bitterness into hope, 
and sorrow into dancing.

Derek Vreeland



see people with a
CROSS SHAPED LENS



So from now on we regard no one from 
a worldly point of view. Though we once 
regarded Christ in this way, we do so no 
longer.

2 Cor. 5:16



understand the 
DAMAGE OF SIN



we become
INVITERS not excluders



Honor everyone. Love the family of 
believers. Fear God. Honor the emperor.

1 Pet. 2:17 (NRSV)



a reconciled 
community

is a reconciling 
community.


