
We will never know the 
gravity of sin,

until we encounter the depth 
of God’s love.
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Romans 3:19-30



19 Now we know that whatever the law 
says, it says to those who are under the 
law, so that every mouth may be 
silenced and the whole world held 
accountable to God. 20 Therefore no one 
will be declared righteous in God’s sight 
by the works of the law; rather, through 
the law we become conscious of our sin.



21 But now apart from the law the 
righteousness of God has been made 
known, to which the Law and the 
Prophets testify. 22 This righteousness is 
given through faith in Jesus Christ to all 
who believe. There is no difference 
between Jew and Gentile, 23 for all have 
sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God, 24 and all are justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that came 
by Christ Jesus.



25 God presented Christ as a sacrifice of 
atonement, through the shedding of his 
blood—to be received by faith. He did this 
to demonstrate his righteousness, 
because in his forbearance he had left the 
sins committed beforehand unpunished—
26 he did it to demonstrate his 
righteousness at the present time, so as 
to be just and the one who justifies those 
who have faith in Jesus.



27 Where, then, is boasting? It is excluded. 
Because of what law? The law that 
requires works? No, because of the law 
that requires faith. 28 For we maintain that 
a person is justified by faith apart from the 
works of the law. 29 Or is God the God of 
Jews only? Is he not the God of Gentiles 
too? Yes, of Gentiles too, 30 since there is 
only one God, who will justify the 
circumcised by faith and the 
uncircumcised through that same faith.



atonement = kippur



For on this day atonement shall be 
made for you, to cleanse you; from all 
your sins you shall be clean before the 
Lord.

Lev. 16:30



mercy seat



3:10 “There is no one righteous, not even 
one;
11 there is no one who understands;

there is no one who seeks God.
12 All have turned away,

they have together become worthless;
there is no one who does good,

not even one.”



the bearers of the solution to the problem 
turned out to be themselves the part of 

that problem

NT Wright



21 But now apart from the law the 
righteousness of God has been 
made known, to which the Law and 
the Prophets testify. 22 This 
righteousness is given through 
faith in Jesus Christ to all who 
believe.



21 But now apart from the law the 
righteousness of God has been made 
known, to which the Law and the 
Prophets testify. 22 This 
righteousness is given through 
faith in Jesus Christ to all who 
believe.



God works around the 
covenant people while 
fulfilling the covenant 

promise.



3:22 This righteousness is given through 
faith in Jesus Christ to all who believe.



faith in vs. faithfulness of



3:22 God’s covenant justice comes into 
operation through the faithfulness of 
Jesus the Messiah, for the benefit of all 
who have faith. (NTW)



God is the subject on the cross,
not the object.

Leon Morris, Charles Moule



This man was handed over to you by 
God’s deliberate plan and foreknowledge; 
and you, with the help of wicked men, put 
him to death by nailing him to the cross. 
But God raised him from the dead, freeing 
him from the agony of death,...
...You killed the author of life, but God 
raised him from the dead. 
…Jesus... whom you crucified but whom 
God raised from the dead…
(Acts 2:23-24, 3:15, 4:10)



3:24 ...all are justified freely by his 
grace through the redemption that came 
by Christ Jesus.



God was reconciling the world to 
himself in Christ, not counting people’s 
sins against them. And he has committed 
to us the message of reconciliation.

2 Cor. 5:19


