


1 Corinthians 1:17-2:5



17 For Christ did not send me to 
baptize, but to preach the gospel—not 
with wisdom and eloquence, lest the 
cross of Christ be emptied of its power.

18 For the message of the cross is 
foolishness to those who are 
perishing, but to us who are being saved it 
is the power of God.



Fascination with the CROSS



...when the centurion, who stood there in 
front of Jesus, saw how he died, he said, 
“Surely this man was the Son of God!”

Mark 15:39



“When you have lifted up the Son of Man, 
then you will know that I am he...”

John 8:28



When he had received the drink, Jesus 
said, “It is finished.” With that, he bowed 
his head and gave up his spirit.

John 19:30



Jesus’ work was only provisional until his 
crucifixion.

Fleming Rutledge





God lets himself be pushed out of the 
world and onto the cross.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer



...most cruel and terrifying penalty (Cicero)

...most pitiable of deaths (Josephus)

...most shameful form of death (Origen)



The very mention of crucifixion was taboo 
in polite Roman circles, since it was the 

lowest form of capital punishment, 
reserved for slaves and rebels.

NT Wright



And being found in appearance as a man,
he humbled himself
by becoming obedient to death—

even death on a cross!

Phil 2:8



Manner of Christ’s death stamped the 
character of the faith for all time.

Fleming Rutledge



1 Cor. 1:20 Where is the wise person? Where 
is the teacher of the law? Where is the 
philosopher of this age? Has not God 
made foolish the wisdom of the world? 
21 For since in the wisdom of God the 
world through its wisdom did not know 
him, God was pleased through the 
foolishness of what was preached to 
save those who believe.



22 Jews demand signs and Greeks look for 
wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ 
crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and 
foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those 
whom God has called, both Jews and 
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God.



I am not ashamed of the 
gospel, because it is the power of 
God that brings salvation to everyone who 
believes...

Romans 1:16



The Christian good news is all about God 
dying on a rubbish-heap at the wrong end 
of the Empire. It’s all about the true God 

confronting the world of posturing, power 
and prestige, and overthrowing it in order 
to set up his own kingdom, a kingdom in 

which the weak and the foolish find 
themselves just as welcome as the strong 

and the wise, if not more. 

NT Wright



1 Cor. 1:26 Brothers and sisters, think of what 
you were when you were called. Not many 
of you were wise by human standards; not 
many were influential; not many were of 
noble birth. 27 But God chose the 
foolish things of the world to shame the 
wise; God chose the weak things of the 
world to shame the strong.



28 God chose the lowly things of this world 
and the despised things—and the things 
that are not—to nullify the things that 
are, 29 so that no one may boast before 
him. 30 It is because of him that you are in 
Christ Jesus, who has become for us 
wisdom from God—that is, our 
righteousness, holiness and redemption.



He is the atoning sacrifice for our 
sins, and not only for ours but also for 
the sins of the whole world.

1 John 2:2



MESSAGE of the CROSS



...a living reality that transforms, stirs, and 
interrupts... 

Fleming Rutledge



...power of God to those of us being saved...

...power of God and wisdom of God...

...with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power... 

1 Cor. 1:18, 24, 2:5



For the foolishness of God is wiser than 
human wisdom, and the weakness of God 
is stronger than human strength. 

1 Cor. 1:25



When this announcement is made, people 
discover to their astonishment that things 

change. New communities come into 
being, consisting of people grasped by 
the message, believing it’s true despite 
everything, falling in love with the God 

they find to be alive in this Jesus, giving 
Jesus their supreme loyalty.

NT Wright



2:1 And so it was with me, brothers and sisters. 
When I came to you, I did not come with 
eloquence or human wisdom as I proclaimed 
to you the testimony about God. 2 For I 
resolved to know nothing while I was with you 
except Jesus Christ and him crucified. 3 I 
came to you in weakness with great fear and 
trembling. 4 My message and my preaching 
were not with wise and persuasive words, but 
with a demonstration of the Spirit’s power, 5 so 
that your faith might not rest on human 
wisdom, but on God’s power.



How easy it would have been for the early 
Christians to tone down the fact of the 

cross, to highlight instead the life-giving 
force of the resurrection and the power of 

the Holy Spirit. How “sensible” it might 
have been to draw a discreet veil over the 

manner of Jesus’s death that had 
preceded this sudden new life.



...over against this downplaying or 
mocking we also see, from the earliest 

documents of the New Testament right on 
through the first... six centuries of church 

history, the resolute affirmation of the 
cross not as an embarrassing episode 

best left on the margins, but as the 
mysterious key to the meaning of life, 
God, the world, and human destiny.

NT Wright



1 Cor. 1:30 It is because of him that you are in 
Christ Jesus, who has become for us 
wisdom from God—that is, our 
righteousness, holiness and
redemption.



BIGGER THAN WE THINK


