
Love:  The Moral of God’s Story
Week 2 – How Not to Lose the Plot



Week 1 – God is the Author of Love
1. Love is God’s word
2. Love always has been God’s word
3. Separation from God is separation from love
4. Jesus is the expression of God’s love
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Week 2 – How Not to Lose the Plot





“From [the apparently 
common vice of idol worship 
evident in the Old 
Testament] we may gather 
that man’s nature, so to 
speak, is a perpetual factory 
of idols... (Calvin, Institutes 
of the Christian Religion, 
I.xi.8).



1 John 4:7-9

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love 
comes from God. Everyone who loves has been 
born of God and knows God. 8 Whoever does not 
love does not know God, because God is 
love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: 
He sent his one and only Son into the world that 
we might live through him.



1 John 4:10-12

10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice 
for our sins.  11 Dear friends, since God so loved 
us, we also ought to love one another.12 No one 
has ever seen God; but if we love one another, 
God lives in us and his love is made complete in 
us.
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Moral Reflection

1. What are we / they 
doing?

2. What should we / 
they do?

3. What will we / they 
become?



1.  Worship 
God Together



People falsely think 
that practice makes 

perfect.  
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Practice makes 
permanent, not 

perfect.



“We are what we love, and 
our love is shaped, primed 
and aimed by liturgical 
practices that take hold of 
our gut and aim our heart 
to certain ends” (40).







2.  Elevate 
Neighbor-love





Luke 10:25-37

25 On one occasion an expert in the law stood up 
to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what must I do 
to inherit eternal life?”
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• Love God with your whole being

• Love your neighbor as yourself



Luke 10:25-37

28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus 
replied. “Do this and you will live.”
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked 
Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?”



Matthew 25:31-46

34 “Then the King will say to those on his right, 
‘Come, you who are blessed by my Father; take 
your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you 
since the creation of the world.



Matthew 25:31-46

35 For I was hungry and you gave me something to 
eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to 
drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, 36 I 
needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and 
you looked after me, I was in prison and you came 
to visit me.’





1 John 4:19-21

19 We love because he first loved us. 20 Those who 
say, “I love God,” and hate their brothers or 
sisters, are liars; for those who do not love a 
brother or sister whom they have seen, cannot 
love God whom they have not seen. 21 The 
commandment we have from him is this: those 
who love God must love their brothers and 
sisters also.



3.  Do 
Extraordinary Acts 
of Love
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John 13:1-17

12 When he had finished washing their feet, he 
put on his clothes and returned to his place. “Do 
you understand what I have done for you?” he 
asked them. 13 “You call me ‘Teacher’ and 
‘Lord,’ and rightly so, for that is what I am. 14 Now 
that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your 
feet, you also should wash one another’s feet.



John 13:1-17

15 I have set you an example that you should do as 
I have done for you. 16 Very truly I tell you, no 
servant is greater than his master, nor is a 
messenger greater than the one who sent 
him. 17 Now that you know these things, you will 
be blessed if you do them.



“Love doesn’t mean 
doing extraordinary or 
heroic things.  It means 
knowing how to do 
ordinary things with 
tenderness” 
(Community and 
Growth, 220).



1 Corinthians 13

4 Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it 
does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not 
dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not 
easily angered, it keeps no record of 
wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices 
with the truth. 7 It always protects, always trusts, 
always hopes, always perseveres.
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Ephesians 4

14 We must no longer be children, tossed to and 
fro and blown about by every wind of doctrine, by 
people’s trickery, by their craftiness in deceitful 
scheming. 15 But speaking the truth in love, we 
must grow up in every way into him who is the 
head, into Christ,



Ephesians 4

16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit 
together by every ligament with which it is 
equipped, as each part is working properly, 
promotes the body’s growth in building itself up 
in love.


