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Questions & Ethics

1. What are we / they 
doing?

2. What should we / they 
do?

3. What will we / they 
become?



1 John 4:7-10

7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes from 
God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and knows 
God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, because 
God is love. 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He 
sent his one and only Son into the world that we might live 
through him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he 
loved us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.



1 John 4:11-12

11 Dear friends, since God so loved us, we also ought to love 
one another.12 No one has ever seen God; but if we love one 
another, God lives in us and his love is made complete in us.



1.  Love is God’s word

1 John 4 7 Dear friends, let us love one another, for love comes 
from God. Everyone who loves has been born of God and 
knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, 
because God is love.

1 John 4 19 We love because he first loved us.



• sacrificial love
• denying oneself for the good of one’s neighbor
• loving one’s neighbor with the same seriousness that one 

loves oneself



“In agape-love [one] gives 
himself to another with no 
expectation of a return, in a 
pure venture…” (Karl Barth, 
Church Dogmatics IV/2, 
745).



2. Love always has been God’s word

Ephesians 1 3 Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in the heavenly realms with 
every spiritual blessing in Christ.4 For he chose us in him 
before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in 
his sight. In love 5 he predestined us for adoption to 
sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his 
pleasure and will— 6 to the praise of his glorious grace, which 
he has freely given us in the One he loves.



Psalm 36 5 Your love, LORD, reaches to the heavens,
your faithfulness to the skies.

7 How priceless is your unfailing love, O God!
People take refuge in the shadow of your wings.

Jeremiah 31 3 The LORD appeared to us in the past, saying:
“I have loved you with an everlasting love;

I have drawn you with unfailing kindness.





3.  Separation from God is separation from 
love
1 John 4 7 …Everyone who loves has been born of God and 
knows God. 8 Whoever does not love does not know God, 
because God is love.

Micah 6 8 He has shown you, O mortal, what is good.
And what does the LORD require of you?

To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God.





4.  Jesus is the expression of God’s love

1 John 4 9 This is how God showed his love among us: He sent 
his one and only Son into the world that we might live through 
him. 10 This is love: not that we loved God, but that he loved 
us and sent his Son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins.

Romans 5 7 Very rarely will anyone die for a righteous person, 
though for a good person someone might possibly dare to 
die. 8 But God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While 
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.



Ephesians 1 7 In him we have redemption through his 
blood, the forgiveness of sins, in accordance with the riches of 
God’s grace 8 that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and 
understanding, 9 he made known to us the mystery of his will 
according to his good pleasure, which he purposed in 
Christ, 10 to be put into effect when the times reach their 
fulfillment—to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth 
under Christ.


