


Wisdom is the art of living 
skillfully in whatever actual 

conditions we find ourselves in.

Eugene Peterson



Proverbs 1:20-2:22



WISDOM CALLS



Out in the open wisdom calls aloud,
she raises her voice in the public square;

21 on top of the wall she cries out,
at the city gate she makes her speech:



Out in the open wisdom calls aloud,
she raises her voice in the public square;

21 on top of the wall she cries out,
at the city gate she makes her speech:



22 “How long will you who are simple love 
your simple ways?

How long will mockers delight in mockery
and fools hate knowledge?



WISDOM MAKES ITSELF 
AVAILABLE



23 Repent at my rebuke!
Then I will pour out my thoughts to you,
I will make known to you my teachings.



Sometimes the Spirit gets our 
attention

Sometimes He guides our 
attention



6:6 Go to the ant, you sluggard;
consider its ways and be wise!

7 It has no commander,
no overseer or ruler,

8 yet it stores its provisions in summer
and gathers its food at harvest.





22:6-7 The rich rule over the poor,
and the borrower is slave to the lender.



WISDOM SHOWS US A 
PROBABLE FUTURE



24 But since you refuse to listen when I call
and no one pays attention when I stretch 

out my hand,
25 since you disregard all my advice

and do not accept my rebuke,
26 I in turn will laugh when disaster strikes 
you;

I will mock when calamity overtakes you—



28 “Then they will call to me but I will not 
answer;

they will look for me but will not find me,
29 since they hated knowledge

and did not choose to fear the Lord.
30 Since they would not accept my advice

and spurned my rebuke,
31 they will eat the fruit of their ways

and be filled with the fruit of their 
schemes.



Wisdom shows us a probable 
future

so we can make better decisions 
in the present



WISDOM PREVENTS AND 
PROTECTS



Discretion will protect you,
and understanding will guard you.



12 Wisdom will save you from the ways of 
wicked men,

from men whose words are perverse,
13 who have left the straight paths

to walk in dark ways,
14 who delight in doing wrong

and rejoice in the perverseness of evil,
15 whose paths are crooked

and who are devious in their ways.



16 Wisdom will save you also from the adulterous 
woman,

from the wayward woman with her seductive 
words,
17 who has left the partner of her youth

and ignored the covenant she made before God.
18 Surely her house leads down to death

and her paths to the spirits of the dead.
19 None who go to her return

or attain the paths of life.



WISDOM WANTS TO MAKES US 
WISE PEOPLE



6 For the Lord gives wisdom;
from his mouth come knowledge and 

understanding.
7 He holds success in store for the upright,

he is a shield to those whose walk is 
blameless,
8 for he guards the course of the just

and protects the way of his faithful ones.



God

Wisdom



9 Then you will understand what is right and 
just

and fair—every good path.
10 For wisdom will enter your heart,

and knowledge will be pleasant to your 
soul.




