
I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
creator of heaven and earth. 



I believe in Jesus Christ, God's only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 
he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 
he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 
and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 



I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 
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Proof? 
Purpose? 



Pontius Pilate 
(John 18-19) 



…crucifixion is the single uncontested fact 
about Jesus… 

Michael Bird 



1 Cor. 1:21 For since in the wisdom of God the world 
through its wisdom did not know him, God was 
pleased through the foolishness of what was preached 
to save those who believe. 22 Jews demand signs and 
Greeks look for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ 
crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness 
to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom God has called, both 
Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the 
wisdom of God. 





…we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to 
Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those 
whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ 
the power of God and the wisdom of God. 

1 Cor. 1:23-24 



For all who rely on the works of the law are under a 
curse, as it is written: “Cursed is everyone who does not 
continue to do everything written in the Book of the 
Law.” 
13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law by 
becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is 
everyone who is hung on a pole.” 14 He redeemed us in 
order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to 
the Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we 
might receive the promise of the Spirit. (Gal. 3:10, 13-14) 



Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who 
are in Christ Jesus, 2 because through Christ Jesus the 
law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the 
law of sin and death. 3 For what the law was powerless 
to do because it was weakened by the flesh, God did by 
sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh to be 
a sin offering. And so he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in 
order that the righteous requirement of the law might be 
fully met in us, who do not live according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit. (Rom. 8:1-4) 



God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that 
in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

1 Cor. 1:21 



For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, 
but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many. 

Mark 10:45 



Isaiah 53 Who has believed our message 
    and to whom has the arm of the Lord been revealed? 

He was despised and rejected by mankind, 
    a man of suffering, and familiar with pain. 
…he was despised, and we held him in low esteem. 
Surely he took up our pain 
    and bore our suffering, 
yet we considered him punished by God, 
    stricken by him, and afflicted.  



But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
    he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was on him, 
    and by his wounds we are healed. 

We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
    each of us has turned to our own way; 
and the Lord has laid on him 
    the iniquity of us all. 



He then began to teach them that the Son of Man 
must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, 
the chief priests and the teachers of the law, and that 
he must be killed and after three days rise again. 

Mark 8:31 



I have to believe that Jesus believed that Jesus 
was the way to salvation. You don't suffer 

crucifixion's death to be one of many options. 

Louie Giglio 



…he too shared in their humanity so that by his death 
he might break the power of him who holds the power 
of death—that is, the devil… 

Hebrews 2:14 





sign 
suffering 

sides 



Before we see the cross as something done for 
us, we must see it as something done by us. 

John Stott 


